Grid Capacity Review
Scrutiny Committee Task & Finish Group 
Session 1 - Agenda





	1200-1210: Welcome

	1. Welcome
	Chair

	2. Introductions
	All

	3. Agreement of scope/ToR
	Chair

	1210-1300: Introducing the issues

	1. What the grid is
	Corp Directors for Climate and Ec Growth/Planning.

	2. How the grid is changing
	

	3. What network operators are
	

	4. How forecasting, network planning & investment works
	

	5. What are the constraints locally
	

	6. How is policy changing
	

	7. The future of local governance
	Regen

	8. The role of Net Zero Hubs
	Net Zero Hub

	1300-1400: Q&A



Potential questions to explore in Q&A
Key terms, stakeholders and processes
1. What are transmission & distribution networks, grid supply points and reinforcements?
1. What are the roles of the ESO, FSO, TNOs and DNOs?
1. What are the roles of BEIS, Ofgem and the Networks Commissioner?
1. How is it funded and what is the RIIO framework?
1. What is causing demand growth?
1. What is ‘smart’, ‘flexibility’ and ‘demand-side’ responsiveness, and what is the role of storage and digitisation?
1. How can standards, smart devices and retrofitting play a role in curtailing demand?
1. How are consumer bills impacted, and what is the role of smart meters and appliances, home storage, and time of use tariffs?
Strategic planning and forecasting
1. What are the main ways in which strategic planning and investment works presently?
1. What are the capacity forecasts and demand scenarios?
1. How can we influence them at present?
1. How could we help improve these processes in the future?
Constraints and opportunities locally
1. Where and how is our local grid constrained and what is the size and nature of the backlog?
1. What is the affordability, timelines and customer experience for requesting connections?
1. How has it impacted local projects through delay, curtailment or cancellation?
1. Does policy or process delay upgrades (e.g. Ofgem consenting, land rights and consents like access to wayleaves & easements)?
1. How adequate are local network operator reinforcement plans?
1. How are connections prioritized, and are there any risks of market failures in strategic areas (e.g. major highways, bus depots, housing infrastructure)?
1. What is the jobs and investment potential (for grid upgrades, unlocked generation, and storage & flexibility)?
How do we make progress
1. What are our strategic priorities (e.g. connecting new generation, managing demand, and keeping bills down)?
1. How do we currently engage with network operators?
1. How will local governance change, and how can we maximise our influence?
1. What are the opportunities to strengthen network operator reinforcement plans and inform future investment rounds?
1. What is the role of joined-up local energy planning?
1. What else can we achieve through local policies and strategies for generation and demand-management?
1. What are infrastructure delivery times and how can they be improved (e.g. planning and consenting processes, supply chain)?
1. How can local communities benefit from infrastructure?
1. What further evidence do we need that would be useful?
1. What ongoing future reviews, consultations or calls for evidence are there?
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